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Is it Seattle’s turn for hockey? 


NHL SAYS CITY CAN APPLY FOR A FRANCHISE AND START A TICKET DRIVE 


By GEOFF BAKER 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

During this 100th anniversary 
year of the Seattle Metropolitans 
winning the Stanley Cup, the NHL 
announced an expansion process 
Thursday that likely will lead to the 
city gaining the league’s 32nd fran- 
chise. 

NHL Commissioner Gary Bett- 
man announced after a Board of 
Governors meeting in Palm Beach, 


Florida, that the league has re- 
ceived a request to file an expan- 
sion application from billionaire 
investment banker David Bonder- 


the application, has set a $650 
million expansion fee and now will 
gauge progress by the Seattle group 
in coming months before deciding 


man and Hollywood producer Jerry whether to award a franchise to 


Bruckheimer. Bonderman and 
Bruckheimer are partnered with 
the Oak View Group (OVG), which 
this week finalized a deal with the 
city of Seattle for a $600 million 
renovation of KeyArena. 

The league has agreed to review 


this market. 

“Mr. Bonderman, with his part- 
ner Jerry Bruckheimer, has asked if 
they might file an application for an 
expansion team,” Bettman told 
reporters. “And the board has said 
that they may do that. That doesn’t 


mean that we have granted an 
expansion team. We’ve agreed as a 
league to take and consider an 
expansion application and to let 
them run — at some point in the 
next few months — a season-ticket 
drive.” 

Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan 
signed a Memorandum of Under- 
standing with OVG on Wednesday. 
Durkan and the city hope the reno- 

See > HOCKEY, A13 
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“We are thrilled that it is happen- 
ing,” Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan 


said of the NHL announcement. 


Flames, 


FOURTH DAY OF BLAZES 


In San Diego County, inferno claims 
trailer homes and racehorses 


The Washington Post 
and The Associated Press 


FALLBROOK, Calif. — Fire continued to 
tear across Southern California on Thursday, 
surrounding communities and shrouding 
much of the region in searing flame and 


fear engulf California 


fear. 


thick, choking smoke. 
And where there was no fire, there was 


JAE C. HONG / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
Two firefighters work at a burning home in La Conchita, California, on Thursday, as wind-fueled wildfires continued to sweep the southern part 
of the state. While the most severe winds are forecast to slacken Friday and Saturday, the risk of fires remains elevated through Sunday. 


EMERGENCY ALERT sent to millions of 


Fear of what could come next as wildfires 
ravaged the state for a fourth day. Fear of 
what could happen if the strong Santa Ana 
winds shifted, if the flames moved, if new 
blazes erupted and were strengthened by the 
powerful gusts already fueling the infernos 
burning across the region. 

Tens of thousands of people fled their 
homes, running from fires without any idea 


people through smartphones > A11 


of when they could return or what they might 
find when they do. They grabbed pets, 
clothes and mementos before hurrying off in 
search of shelter. 

Veteran firefighters described some the 
blazes — at least five separate fires in the 
region — as unlike anything they had ever 


See > FIRE, A11 


In resignation speech, Franken targets Trump 


DENIES CLAIMS 
OF HARASSMENT 


‘Worst day of my 
political life,’ 
Democrat says 


By SHERYL GAY STOLBERG, 
YAMICHE ALCINDOR 

AND NICHOLAS FANDOS 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — Sen. Al Fran- 
ken of Minnesota, in an emotional 
speech on the Senate floor, said 
Thursday that he would resign 
from Congress, the most promi- 
nent figure in a growing list of 
lawmakers felled by charges of 


sexual harassment or indiscre- 
tions. 

Franken called it “the worst day 
of my political life,” as he denied 
allegations of groping and im- 
proper advances from at least six 


AFTER SURROGACY talk, 
Arizona lawmaker quits > A2 


sexual misconduct. 
“I, of all people, am aware that 


women. Instead, he took a parting there is some irony in the fact that 


shot at President Donald Trump 
and Roy Moore, the Republican 
candidate for Senate in Alabama; 
both have also been accused of 


Iam leaving while a man who has 

bragged on tape about his history 

of sexual assault sits in the Oval 
See > FRANKEN, A10 


Democratic 
Sen. Al 
Franken, 
D-Minnesota 


Master con 
man walks 
away from 
prison 


FREDERICK DARREN BERG 


Mercer Island man was 
doing time in California 
for scamming $100M 


By MIKE CARTER 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Frederick Darren Berg, the 
man who bilked investors out of 
more than $100 million in Wash- 
ington’s biggest Ponzi scheme, 
has walked away from his 18- 
year sentence at = 
a federal prison 
in California, 
according to the 
U.S. Marshals 
Service. 

The U.S. Bu- 
reau of Prisons 
said Berg, 55, of 
Mercer Is- 


Frederick 
land, was discov- Darren 


ered missing 
around 3:30 
p.m. Wednesday 
from a 130-in- 
mate, minimum-security work 
camp next to the U.S. penitentia- 
ry in Atwater, a maximum-secu- 
rity facility in central California 
that holds about 1,200 men. The 
bureau said an internal investiga- 
tion was underway, and declined 
to comment further. 

A deputy supervisor in the U.S. 
Marshal’s office in Fresno, Cali- 
fornia, confirmed that Berg is 
considered a fugitive after walk- 
ing away from the work camp on 
Wednesday afternoon. The su- 
pervisor declined to give his 
name, saying he was not autho- 
rized to speak publicly about the 
matter. 

Berg is listed as “escaped” on 
the bureau’s Inmate Locator site. 
The U.S. Attorney’s Office in 

Seattle, which prosecuted Berg, 
said Thursday it was confident he 
See > BERG, A10 


Berg bilked 
more than 
800 people. 


© 2017 Seattle Times Co. 


Our newsprint contains recycled 
fiber, and inks are reused. 


23"25000 


UJ FRI 


SPONSORED IN PARTBY: UNITED Ba 


THE BROADWAY MUSICAL 


ISSAQUAH 


NOW - DEC 31 


(425) 392-2202 


EVERETT 


JAN 5 - FEB 4 


(425) 257-8600 


œ VILLAGETHEATRE.ORG 
SN 


